——— 


MS : OME 
PASSAGES 
Reaſonableneſls 


OF 


CHRISTIANITY, &c. 


nn — 


Books | | Printed, oF. 
and. 5 Churchil.. #1 ein 


Ment" 3 Chronological Tate" fol. 
Cambiltt's Britannia, fot 1 
Adv Boybs General Hiſtory ofthe Aba I 
goreor't CSragrs WI | Fables, fol., 
Ri c S eAſop's i 
Hoo FE Donkey Te 


baths - F jt en and Trads,” 
Uunzcr's Now ko Cl! cl 


and ES | 03 91107 1; 
8p emple's 1M otptbir' | 
Pri 'Parick's N erſion col t E Pſabis. 
Otntleman's Rehiyion, "twelves.” 0115 
Ti Clarc's <welves. 1 99 46 
Dr. LeightonArch\Bpaf Glſern tia Some) 
Koyal Grammar, &C. 

Prince Arthar by Dr. ; wen fol. 


" Three ſeveral Letters for Toleration. 


Biſhop Hopkin:'s 4 Vol.of Sermons and other 
pieces 

Selden's Table Talk, oCtavo. 

A Diſcourſe concerning the Love of God, 
4xwelves. 

Meriton's Guide for Surveyors of High-ways, 
OCtavo. 

An abridgement of Mr. Locks Eſayof Hu- 
man Under ſtandins, by Mr. Wynn,oftavo, 

SOME 


_— 


| 6 Oooks 
PASSAGES 


IN THE 


Rceaſonableneſs 


OF 


CHRISTIANITY, &c. 


———_—— 


— —— 


. I our por _—___—  — cr 


C— 


SOME 


PASSAGES 


0 FS 


R eaſonableneſs 
OF 
CHRISTIANITY, &c. 
ANDITS 
VINDICATION 
With ſome 


ANIMADVERSIONS 


On Mr. Edwards's Reflettjons on the Rea- 
ſonableneſs of Chriſtianiry, and on his 
Book, Entituled, Socinjaniſm Unmask d. 


By S. Bold, ReQtor of Steeple, Dorſet. 

— __Y — "RTE NW” CS. 

LONDON: Printed for A. and F. 
Churchil, at the Black Swan in Pater- 
Noſter-Row, M DC XC VII. 


th 


I I—- 


READER. 


FTER TÞ had Preathed the 
'. EW foregoing Sermon, Mr. Fd- 
| | wards's Book kgainſt the Rea- 


ſondbleneſs of *Chriftianity 
falling' imro my Hants, orcaftoned” my 
peruſing of that ' Treatiſe "again a ferond 
time with" more attention ; Whereby 1 
|: came tobe furniſhed with'#Truer, and 
more *Fuft Notion, of the main deſign 
of" that T reatife, ths» 7 had, upon my 
looking "over it Curtory preſently after 


it was pabliſhed. 


A} | If 


To the Reader. 


If the following Papers ſhall help 
any tounder/tand the true- State of the 
Controverſie betwixt thoſe two Cele» 
brated Writers, and induce People to 
conſider more ſedately the Juſt grounds 
of our believing Jelus-to be the Meſ- 
ſias, and the tndiſpenſable . Obligation 
thoſe who do believe in him are under,to 
ſearch after -the Knowledge of «whot be 
hath Taught and Commanded, auth to 
believe and obey t. me, by Virtue 


they Relate... / am: 4 perfet# Stranger 
fo both Authors, 1 am not "certain 
that I ever heard the Name of the 
Author of. the, Reaſonableneſs , + &c. 
meutioned. . I am perſuaded 1 never ſaw 
Ar. Edwards... But he-is .a« Perſon 
for whom 7 heave « Paiticular. and 
Great Relpe&t, wecanſe of ſeveral 
Treatiles be. hath publiſhed, which do 
not abound with Magiſterial Rant, 
but diſcaver him to Fo au Excellent 
Critick, « Pcr ſon. of great Reading, 
and of good Judgment, 7 hope He 

will 
\ 


To the Reader. 
will oblige the Publick with mors 
Treatiſes, Enrichd with ſuch Solid 
Learning, 4s. his former Books - are 
repleniſhed. with, ' and. beantified with 
that Calmneſsof Temper,/ which did 
peculiarly. adorn his Productions. 

That there are more Truths taught in 
the: New Teſtament chan this, That 
Jefus .is the Mefhah, and which are 
therefare to be Learned and Believed, 
is. mal certain. and to nuke this De- 
rworftr ably. Manifeſt: (rwhich 7 fancy 
wah Ar Edwards prea dcfion) when 
i is-dextied, or... "bu queſtion, is" © 
very 'Laudable Undertalin but it 
doth that av alk affect the Reatonablenels 
of, Chaiſtianity, &c, whicbexce/lently 
diſcovers: what +55 10 'be'believed , to 
make Men \Chriftians,  #$4t herehy 


they may be. engaged to arquaint them 
Grounds 'of our helieving+ thar Point, 
and may. not any. longer wear the Pro- 
ſeſhon of Chriſtianity, «4s they do 
their Cloaths,bur beroweUlnderſtandio 
and Judicious Chriſtians, «pox ſoun 
Conviction ; and {a perceive the Obli- 
gation they are wnder to Study dili- 
ng AZ gently 


To:the Readet. 
gently the: Holy Scriptures, that they 
iamay 4duayce int the\Knownlcage, Belitf 
and :Praftice. of what, that Jeſus bath 
weveated, whom« chey' believe to: be 
;the Meſs. 11484 | contd: People be 
krowght: to 'thisy\ the. Adverſaries, - to 
fowe of the Great Docrines- Aug ht 
_— jo Bibles, wonld have. little  growd 
pe) they: ſhabld' do" any: great: Bk- 

pln by their inſiſting on (mall Gn- 
—_ ny af a £ Clamour, 
7b 2n0Xe. ic nown dtytefeat , 

COvcer ning ſome- Doctrines,:#heg\ have 
no. likingto, bor what is: Revealed. 
For tt 152 4  gdodChtiſtian 
#011 ON Xs: Revealed. 4170 
Anon Chrifh\ Feſas” arights,'Tinnh ) fol- 
> bays Wis 6 argach f fb Fw vari : WE= 


preſent) 
Mut you nature: 
-£0 any _— 
minis 3 Ta ol. 1 
9 nibacf : Naw Fauchfylul ) ao 
"JN UYOL wi v a;P rr ; 5% ot}; 6. 
AQ av iSaryant, edi 11,48; 
(70, 5% Waka 5h? 
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(3) 
at, and intended in that Treatiſe 
ſeems {o-clear-to me, Icannot.j 
how-any-Man cat -doubt of. it, who 
attentively peruſes theſe Words, in 
Page 192. © I challenge them , 5 
* ſhew that there was any other Bo: 


hy « oh; As & po upon 


* their aſſent; to which, bs disbelief 
« of it, Men were protounced Belie- 


«Rn he las 


* Chriſt,*as Members of his Body, as 
© * far as meer believing conld make 


fa, or ellecaſt c of it, _That 
: a bare noti a 
he be ehfore men Propoſition, ' 


ry evident, _ Nh Author's b-, 
t by believing 
poſitidhv, he iniany fuck 3 a _ as 
makes the Perſon believing it, 70 Fe- 
ceive Jeſt for bs. King and 'Riiler - 
As-im Pages 96/498; &c/ The Author 
doth "no where« reach-(that I doiob- 
ſerve): that' Jeſus! and/ihis'A- 
poſtles Yid not deliver any Dodtrines 
to/ be believed beſites this ove, or that 
Cliriſtians are not- obliged to believe 
any 


_— v y 


(3) 
more Dottrines bat this one. He 
exprofly;/: Teo Patts of 


+:Divine-Rooation' '"Obje&s of 

6 Paith;* and are ſo to be received. 

4 © They are Truths: whereof none that 
*:.15'0nce know ro'betuch, may, ot 


* ougttt,eo-bs dbetieved, Page u99- 


M'% Elwaraly"begitis his Refle 
on'the Reaſonableneſs of 
iſtianity;"%e, Page Yo3i of ſowe 


hrs dnepatugin Clauſe?” of 4s 
rheiſm where he a - that" the 
« ave Publiſhet of the ableneſs 
<:of Chriſtianity, ve it (vie, 
* © The platfible Jr be took no- 
* rice of, us over and o- 
4 «= Nin i hel 
cc hat'1 ® 
hy believed any, Ch my dy but 


© this, t” Jefts 'is " the'-Meſſtah. 
Then ' Mr.  P#wards beſtows fome 


Pages ir PR—_—_ ſeveral Propofitions 
B z gauvght 


(4) 
taught by out Saviour. in- the Go] 
which..the-Author; of-the- Reaſon 
neſs of - Chriſtianity,: :&c. hach omit- 
ted. © Theſe,(he tells us) are; Mat- 
« ters.of our-Faith, under the Goſpel. 
And-he adds/an'account-of what he 
takes to be theſenſe of theſe Articles. 
Tho' I have read over the Reaſona- 


bleneſs of Chriſtianity, &c. with ſome 

fore ecd purref |. 

nor-a0Y ord of 
FREk 

conſidered with Relation I 

haveto, and; 

Seiprrs Pally drm mention, 

do;contain Matters of Faith w-be: be» - 


| have got. thoſe 
it. Book, 
that Conſtrattion , 
they have on mpg” COTA, 
ows after-them../ 1 
lieved” by *thoſe who : are ChPiſians, 


and attain-to.krfbw that: Jeſus Chrift 
did teach » _— that Mr; Ed- 
wards\hould havep to make his 


£1 ad age Re eneſs of 
CODER ."was;Fhis, That the 
explicite; unwledge;) or belict of thoſe 
particatar-Scripturtsj oriis [nterpre- 
zation of them, is neceſſary by Chrif's 
DI; to conſtitute; or make 'a 

Pere 

& | 


BREE 


 Gofpels ihd thi Abo! eApo 
@ tes: "ning nd Bj oſt evitler 

"0s a mnfiderar 
+ Perſon the Fe ans 
«.:Byi{tols 00: TEC any of * 
5! becauſe they = - 


+ FindameritaFDodrir © BEde 
*\dne, which, %e ein P!: I09, 

«; x19. ? x 1 IE) 
—_ wry Me: [Prat doth mean 
[mg If he Sth, ihe 

= to m alt t 
04 che Dr, or all 

the the Propofiries delivered'in "th Epi 
ſites concerning-juſt thoſe” 
Hoads, he immedurey 
B 3 lies 


(6) 
lies .upop him- to prove, \that Jeſys 
Chriſt hath made it neceſlary, that. e- 
very Perſon muſt have, an explicite 
Knowledge and Belief of all theſe, , be- 
fore he can be a Chriſtian; which.I do 
not ſee. he hath a3ttempted. If. by 
Fundamental Dodtrines,,.. .Mr.. Ed- 
wards doth mean .,. ome; Doctrines 
which arcof ſpecial. Importance, and 
which for that Reaſon, {incere Chniſti- 
ans ſhould. principally endeavour . to 
get the knowledge of; it:cannot. with 
any . Juſtice be laid to this Author's 
charge,: . that he did not proceed: to 
the Epiſtles,. and give us an account of 
thoſe DgQrines from: them : Becauſe 
that did nat pertain. to his Underta- 
king ;.. who, was -not cnquiring what 
Dodtrines are of greateſt moment / to 
be underſtood, and. believed by-them 
who are Chriſtians, but what was ne: 
ceſlary to be known and believed. to a 
Perſon's being a Chriſtian, It what 
Mr. Edwards doth alledge,. can be af 
ſigned for the Reaſon why. this Author 
did purpoſely omit the Epiſtolary Wris 
tings, methinks it.is:moſt evideng .,to 
any thinking and conſiderate Perſon, 
that it would have kept-him from. gi4 
ving 


(7) 
ving the World that account he hath 
given, of what the Goſpels and. the 
Acts of the Apoſtles deliver concern- 
ing the Subject of his Eqquiry and 
Diſcourſe : For there are many impor- 
ow Dodtrines taught both. in the 
s:and the Ads, as well ma inthe 
bp beſides this, That ] je 
fah. But how wy, e 
NDoctrines be which are. tay s in Ne 
itles, if there. be 'nq. oe. 

es this, . That , Jeſus x, the 


equps. her, or re flary if Ny 
lieved, to make a + Chri flian, all 


make an y. thing at al au againſt , ho 
chis Anthor hath aſſer ogpuaſt 
; Methad he hath ans Flpeci 
1y es of we have rip Account 
the Apoltles of - Ni 
tak Perſons, by , whom thg' "Fes 
were writ, did teach as neceſla 
be believed to People's being lry,10 
ans. - And whereas Mr. Edward: 
ſpeaks, Þ. x12. of xlus Author's © not 
- 'youchſafing an Abſtrad of theſe In- 
pu Writings;..viz,; The Epiltles ; 
Author dorh not appear to have 
had.a Deſign of BVINg an Abſtract of 


any 


(BY) 
a 0 In red, dbks, if byCAb- 
any cy teſh t; 4 hrmiy Accotnt 
je 2 the Do#rines © ntdined itt them. 
As 10 the Goo, 3nd the Aﬀs of the 
ay Does. Wi Gined uy Abcount of what 


Hoo: inform) us, wasHd etitbyChriſt and 
ſtles as ec ro CriiN 
wy | the Joeres nd 


ns” bg give the! 
eſs pt 


ut 


be 
he. oi th Now 2 D Oo who 
are let north bi bitwixt 
what, is bmi ne bh to beljeved 
ak ana Chriftian and Ar 
tic wich are'to clieved 


whoate Chriftizn$,*asthey Re 
to kno\y af Chef Hlthi' tahvhr 

We" Believe Jeſus robe rhe Chriſt,*or 
Meffiah, 'not barely befauſe he lid lie 
was th Meſſiah; but becauſe of other 
Evidehitcs, manifeſting and confirm: 
i068 that Truth: © Bur he that is a 
Chriſtian , believes" ther Doctriries, 
becauſe he knows tht Jeſus, . who 
he'believes to'be Meſſiah, hath taught 
ther. Now had'this” Author quored 
11” rhafe® Paſſages in the Epiſtles 
(hat are for his purpoſe; a5 1 Cor: 


J+ 


(9) 
- 31 hd 1. Joh. 5: 1. he' would 
fil Have left'oot allthoſe DoQtiries 
Mr. £4wards doth teckon up : And 
no juſt vecaſion could any Man on 
had Fort thence; to charge him wi 
diſowhirfg thoſe DoAtines, or paſſi 
thoſe pirts of the Epiſtles where 
are de red, by, with contempr.””" 
Tfthere' be a oy, true Rene hi in 
what Mr. Edwards doth further write 
in this Diſcourſe a rod ” Reafona- 
Bleweſt* *bf Chriſt t#nity, it- is to 
me®{6 Xtouded;, by © "Ris Ny -of tx- 
prefling himſelf, Fart too'thll-to per- 
ceive whit hisReaſons are; and where. 
inthe *frength bf” them doth ie: 
And*Pittefore Thi ay: title ro his 
other Pages, lt you eto Page FLO. 
where Mr. Edwards 3th: hinr, that 
there'is nb any thing mort difficult 'Di 
this propofition | The Fat her, Son, Ind 
Holy 'GboF are one'"'God, or Divi 
Nature) rhan in that ofher [ Feſui*is 
the Meſfah.] Now Tet that be as 
Mr. Edwards faith, 'yer I ſee no proof, 
that" the 'belief of the former Propo- 
ſirion is, that which doth conſtiture 
and' make a Man a Chriſtians No 
hor that the belief of thaf;"and all the 
other 


(10) 
other Propoſitions\he hath mentioned 
in his Diſcourſe;; cither excluſiye of, 
or in conjugdtion with the Jatzes, dath 
make a Man a Chriſtian... Thatwhich 
K,:to.be proved. in oppaſitign. to i the 
a/ouableneſs of - Chriſtianity,: (&c.. is 
this, That. Jeſus,Chriſt and his Apo 
fles have taught. that the. belief of 
ſome one. Article, or certain, number 
of Articles, giſtio&t from this,. that 
Feſus 1s the Meſffiah, exther as exclu- 
five of the belief of this, that. Zeſus 
is the Mefiab, or in conjunQion with 
the, belict. of this Article, doth ;con- 
ſlitute and make.a,Perſon a Chriſtian, 
But that the belief of this, that 'Je/as 
1s the Metab, alone doth not make a 
Man a Chriſtian. "my 
Whereas Mr. Edwards faith, p.1x5. 
The Author of the Reaſonableneſs. of 
Chriſtianity, &c. '©* pretends. to, con» 
©* tend for one {angle Article, with the 
© excluſion of. all the reſt, for this 
* reaſon, becauſe all Men ought to 
* underſtang : their Religion.  can- 
nat..perceive any ground for .ſuch an 
atlertion.. The Author of the Keaſo- 
rablenefs, QC. aſſigns why he aſſerts 
and contends that it 1s the believing 
| that 


(11) 
that Jeſus is the Meffah, which makes 
a Perſon a Chriſtian, is this ( if I ws 
derſtand him. aright ) becauſe Gad 
doth not require the belief of any 
thing but this, wry 
ſtian, or that Jeſus Chriſt and his A+ 
poſtles did not propoſe or teach any 
thing but-this, as what was to be be- 
lieved to make a Mana Chriſtian. 
The Authors words are theſe. - © God 
* out of the Infiniteneſs of his Merey 
* has dealt with Man as-a compatſhior 
* nate and; tender Father; 'He gave 
* him Reaſon, and with it'a Law. << 
* But conſidering *the frailty of Man, 
©* apt to run into Corruption and Mi+ 
* ſery, He promiſed a Deliverer, whom 
*in his good time He-ſent, and then 
* declared to all Mankind, that who- 
* ever. would believe Him-to' be the 
* Saviour promiſed, and - take him 
*raisd from the Dead; and conſtiru» 
* ted the Lord and Judge of all Men, 
* to be.their. King and Ruler, ſhoyld 
* be ſaved, : \Reaſonablenefs of Chriſti» 
anity, &c, fp. ar.  Sothat the Rea- 
ſon why he contends that: nothing 
more is abſolutely neceſſary to: be be- 
lieved to Salyation, or to make =_ 
> 


( 12 )) 
for « Chriſtian is, becauſe God hath 
declared, this is all rhat'He abſolutely 
requires/t9'be kelieved £& this purpoſe: 
WhictoI think is'4s #664” a Reaſori'as 
can-poſfibly ren, Thewthe Aui 
thor  of-:the!:Reaſonablensſ5} &c. obs 
forves, that The AlEmerciful' God 
© ſeems herein (to have-.*confalted'the 
<% Poor'of this World; and the Bulk 
* of Mankind. ”: Whick words are-not 
propos'd iiasv a! Reaſoniuhy nothing 
more; isnereffary to tbe believed -to 
make 2 Perſon  Chriftian;'but 'as a 
Pious. Refleion, - or Infetence how 
evidently/ the Goodneſs' of Mankind 
appears, in-that- He requires ino' more 
to. a Perſons being a Chriſtian, 'than 
the belief of -' that plain” intelligible 
Propoſition before-mentioned.” So far 
is: this Ingenious Author from aiming 
at what Mr..Ezwards affirms, p. 117. 
viz. \*Fhat:we-muſt not have any 
<* point of Dof@rine. wharſoever-in our 
< Religion, that the' Mob»: doth not 
< at the very firſt naming of” it per- 
< fe@ly.: underſtand, and, apree tos 
That he declares himſelf in theſe very 
words :©'7þe:'otber parts of Divine 
Revelationgi are Objects of Faith, and 


are 


(13) 
are ſo to be received , Reaſonablenehs; 
&c. p- 299. Which is: {0 far from ex- 
cluding all other Articlerof\ Faith, or 
from ſetting -up one. Artiele-with the 
defiance of 'all the reſt, that it. attri> 
butes the juſt. Honour to every thing 
that can be the-Qbje&' of: a Chriſtian 
Belief. The Queſtion+4s'/ not, : how 
many Articles may be neceſlary. -ro 
be believed by. one who is.a Chriſtian? 
But whether any thing more than this, 
that Jeſus is: the ChrifÞ or 'Meſſiab\ is 
of neceſlity to be believed; to: wake a 
Man a Chriſtian 2 And' F do not-'per- 
ceive, that Mr. Edwards! hath offered 
any thing that is at all: cogent for the 
Affrmative.-: i 


— 4 _—_ 


Some Paſſages in the Vindication 
of 'the Reaſonableneſs of 
Chriſtianity, &c. 


'HE Vindication of the Reaſons- 
bleneſs of Chriſtianity confirms 

me in my Opinion,” that:I was not 
miſtaken in thinking, that that Au- 
thor's 


(4) 
thor's deſign was not to determine 
how: many” Articles of. Faith Chriſt 
and ' his Apoſtles have taught, bur 
hat they required to be believed to 
make « Man a Chriſtian. © Convince 
* but Men' of the Miſſion of Jeſus 
«Chriſt, make them but ſee the 
«Truth, Simplicity, and Reaſfonable- 
* neſs of what He himſelf taughr 
«and required 'to be believed by his 
* Followers; and you need not doubr 
* but being once fully perfwaded' of 
* his Doctrine, and the advantages 
* which all Chriſtians agree are re- 
'< ceived by him, fuch Coriverts will 
© riot lay by the Scriptures, but by a 
« conſtant reading and ſtudy of them, 
* get all the light they can from this 
« Divine Revelation, and nouriſh 
* themſelves up in the words of Faith, 
*4nd of good DoQrine, as St. Paul 
* ſpeaks to-7 imorhy, p. 8. Whatever 
« Dodrines Mr. Zdwards would have 
© to be believed, if they are ſuch as 
© our Saviour and his Apoſtles requi- 
«red to be believed, to make a Man 
« za Chriſtian, he will be fare to find 
< them-in thoſe Preachings arid famous 
« Teſtimonies of ovr Savioir and his 


* Apoſttes 


(. 15) 
© Apoſtles:that I have quoted. And 
«if they: are not thete, he may reſt 
* ſatisfied'that they were.not propoſed 
* by our Saviour. and: his Apoſtles, 'as 
* neceſlary;'to be believed to make 
* Men Chriſt's Diſciples, p. xx. Fhe 
* Reaſon I gave -why' I bad not 
* gone through the Writings in the 
* Epiſtles to colle& the. Fundamental 
* Articles of Faith, as I had through 
* the Preachings of our Saviour agd 
* his Apoſtles, was, becauſe thoſe 
* Fundamental Articles were in thoſe 
* Epiſtles promiſcuoufly '8ad withour 
* diſtintion mixed: with other Truths. 
* And therefore we ſhall find and di- 
* ſcern thoſe great and neceſſary points 
© beſt, in the Preachings of our Savi- | 
* our and the Apoſtles to thoſe who 
<« were yet Ignorant of the Faith, and 
* unconverted. p. 14+ Give meleave 
* now to ask you ſeriouſly whethet 
* thele which you have here fet down 
&* under the Title of Fundamental Do. 
* &rines, are ſuch (when reduc'd to 
* Propoſitions.) that every one of 
© them is required to be. believed tg 
* make a Man a Chriſtian, and fuch 
* as Without the actnal belief thereof 


* he 


(11& Y 
« he.cannot be ſaved. If they are nor 
* fo every one of them,” you may call 
< them/ Fundamental - Dodtrines as 
4+ much as /y.ou' pleaſe, they. are not 
« &f thoſe [Doctrifes of Faithi'Iwas 
< fpeaking of, which are only ſuchi as 
* are required to be actually believed 
© to make a Man a Chriſtian,'p. 15,16. 
* The neceſſary Articles of Faith are 
© in the Epiſtles promiſcuouſly. deli- 
* yered with other Truths, and there- 
* fore they cannot be diſtinguiſhed 
* but by ſome other mark, than bein 

<* barely found 'in the Epiſtles. 7. 
< He ſhould have remembred, that I 
<« ſpeak not of all the DoQtrines of 
* Chriſtianity, [nor all that is publiſh- 
*ed to the World in it, bat of thoſe 
* Truths only, which are abſolutely 
©* required to be believed to make any 
* one a Chriſtian, p. 30. This is a 
* ſerious Truth, that what our Savi- 
* our and his Apoſtles Preached and 
* admitted Men into' the Church for 
© believing, is all that is abſolutely 
** required'romake a Man a Chriſtian. 
* But this is without any defrance of 
* all the reſt, taught in the Word of 


K God. This excludes not the belief 
* of 
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«* of any one of thoſe many other 
* Truths contained in the Scriptures 
* of the Old and New Teſtaments 
* which it 1s the Duty of every Chri- 
* ſtian to ſtudy, and thereby build 
* himſelf. upon our moſt Holy Faith ; 
* receiving / with ſtedfaft | belief. and 
* ready obedience, all thoſe things 
* which the Spirit of Truth hath 
* therein revealed. But that :aZ the 
* reſt of the Inſpired Writings, or, if 
* you pleaſe, Articles, of equal neceſ- 
©* fity to be believed to make a Man a 
* Chriſtian, with what was preached 
* by our Saviour and his Apoſtles ; 
* that I deny, p. 30, 31. 


A 


Some Animadverſions on Mr. Edwards's 
Book Entituled, Socinianiſm Un- 
mask'd, 


HE Introdution doth not 

prompt me to expect any great 
ſtrength of Argumentation in the fol- 
lowing Diſcourſe, if the Author keep 
on inthe ſtrain in which he hath writ 
theſe pages, and make his whole Book 
of a piece with his Beginning, 


Chap. 
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Chap. 'x. were a Man obliged to 
judge of the Vindication of the Rea- 
ſonableneſs of Chriſtianity, &c. and 
of this Book Stiled Socinianiſm Un- 
mask'd,” by the account given of them 
in the ſecond and third pages, and 
part of the fourth of this Chapter, he 
would be apt to determinethe former, 
one of theilleſt Books, and worſt writ, 
that was ever publiſhed: And the lat- 
ter, the moſt Accompliſhed Treatiſe 
amongſt Humane Writings. 

Mr. Edw. p. 5. perfiſts in his repre- 
ſenting this Propoſition, ZThere « But 
this one Truth (viz. That Jeſus is the 
Meſſiah) neceſſarily to be afſemed to by 
Chriſtians (which is his own Propoſi- 
tion) and this Propoſition, There is 
but this one Truth (viz. that Jeſus is 
the Meſſiah) abſolutely required to be 
believed, to make a Man a Chriſtian ; 
(which is the Authors Propoſition he 
ſets himſelf to oppoſe) to be the very 
fame. Yet if he prove inthe follow- 
ing part of his Book, that no perſon 
can be a Chriſtian, or Member of 
Chriſt, till he explicitly underſtands, 
and actually aſſents to every thing 
that any Chriſtian may be obliged to 
aſſent 
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aſſent unto, or indeed to any one Ar- 
ticle diſtinQ from this; 7haz Feſus is 
the Mefiah'; 1 ſhall acknowledge he 
hath effetually confuted the. main 
point inſiſted on, in the Reaſonable- 
neſs of Chriſtianity,&c. and its Vindica- 
tion + But whereas Mr. Edw. produces 
ſome lines out of p. 192. of the Rea- 
{onableneſs of Chriſtianity, &c. to ju» 
!tifie his charging that Author with 
the formal words (ſpoken of before) 
I ſhall refer any intelligent and fair 
Reader; to peruſe that page, and try 
whether he can diſcern any ground 
(conſidering what goes before and af- 
ter) to pur ſuch a conſtruftion on 
that Authors ' words, as Mr: Edw, 
doth ; for I confeſs I am not fagacious 
enovgh to perceive it. Yet if Mr. 
Edw. had fet down the Authors Cha- 
- lenge (which 1 have already tranſcri- 
bed) which is placed juſt between 
thoſe words he doth quote ; I think 
he would have done the Author a 
creat deal of right, and have affiſted 
his Reader, in conceiving duly, what 
if is the! Author of the Reaſonable- 
neſs, '&c. doth inſiſt on; and what 
the point is his Adverſary 1s to- ſpeak 

C 4 to, 
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to,in order to his confuting that. Book, 
and invalidating the large Evidence 
there produced, fram-Chriſt, and his 
Apoſtles for the confirming. of what 
that Author aſlerts. . 

Mr.. Edw, undertakes, p. 7. to ſhew 
that beſides that one Fundamental 
* Principle -or Article' which the Au- 
* thor of the Reafonablene/s, &Cc. fo 

" Often meations, there are others that 

* are as neceſſarily to'be believed, to 

& make a Man a Chriſtian ; yea; to 
give: him the denomination 'of a Be- 
liever in the Senfe of the Goſpel. Now, 
this is the point Mr.;.Zdw. is to keep 
to-; and af he prove this, which he 
profeſſethhe hath undertaken to prove, 
he doth efftetually confute the- Rea- 
fſonableneſs of Chriſtianity, &c. if 1 
am capable of making a Jakzmentin 
the cafe. Yet within a'few lines, p. 
8. Mr. Edw. faith, © He will let the 
* Reader ſee,that it is as neceſlary for a 
** Convert .to Chriſtianity to aſlent to 
* them (wiz. moſt of thoſe other Ar- 

* tiles che . had barely enumerated in 
© his former Diſcourſe) as to that o- 
* tkerhe{wz. the Author of the Rea- 
4 © ſonableneſs, &c.) fo trequently ſpe- 
© Cifles. 
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* cifies. But this is quite another point. 
For the Queſtion is not, what Arti- 
cles a Convert to Chriſtianity may be 
obliged neceſſarily to believe. ; for he 
muſt neceſſarily: believe as many Ar- 
tictes, as he ſhall attain to know that 
Chrii; Jeſus hath taught. -|/Fhe Que- 

Nioo is,: what. is .neceſlary to; :be b&- 
lieved to make. a;Man; a! Corvert to 
Chriſtianity? For a Convert: #0: Chr 
ſrranity, is, I conceive, the latmo- with 
a Chriſtian, | 

Mr. Edw. then: lays dow, feveral 

Propolitions, whichare indeed-Divine 
Truths, and of great uſe and moment 
tobe known and -belieyedy by thoſe 
who are Chriſtians; even ſuch Propo- 
ſitions, that the Knowles of them 

.may conduce much to diſpoſe-People 
to be Chriſtians.” -But I do: nos: ſee 
any Proof he produceth, -that--the; be- 
lieving of all 'or any of thoſe Propoſt- 
tions doth wake a'Man a Chriſtian, or 
that the believing of theſe, -togerher 
with this, 7That Feſas is the Chrift, 1s 
neceſſary to-make' a- Man a:Chrifttar : 
So that the due believing that Jeſus is 
the Chriſt,orMeſſhah,doth not of it felt 
conſtitute a Man a Chriſtian, which 

C 3 was 
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was the thing he undertook to Prove; 
Yet. ; 
Chap. 2. Mr. Edw. faith, p. 22. 
© He thinks he hath ſufficiently proved 
© that there are otherDoctrines beſides 
* that; That Jeſusis the Meffah, which 
© are required to be believed to make 
* a Man'a Chriſtian. - ButI think the 
utmoſt he hath-proved, is only - this, 
that there are other Dodrines which 
thoſe who are Converts to Chriſtiani- 
ty, are obliged to believe , which ss 
far enough from being the matter in 
Debate. -- And then Mr, Edw. asks, 
© Why" did the Apoſtles write theſe 
< DoRrines 2 Was 'it-not that thoſe 
*they writ zo, might give their afſear 
*to' them? ' To which xt may 'be 
anſwered in his ownwords, 7es verily. 
But+herr it may be asked again, were 
not theſe Perſons Chriſtians, tro whom 
the Apoſtles writ zheſe Doctrines , 
and whom they required to aflent 
unto them ? 7es verily. And if fo, 
what was 1t that made them Chriſtians, 
before their af/ent.to theſe Doftrines 
was required? If it was 'any thing be- 
{ides their believing Jeſus 10 be the 
Meſſiah,” that ought to be inſtanced 
in, 
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in, and made out. And not thoſe 
Dodrines they were afterwards re- 
quired to aflent to, upon Jeſus his 
Authority, and by virtxe of their be- 
lieving Him to be the Meſtah, In p: 
23. Mr. Edw. ſums up all he had faid 
in the former Chapter, of his neceſ- 
y Propoſitions into.a Syllogiſzs, and 
faith, © The proof of the ſecond Pro- 
* poſition in that Sy/logiſm,is eaſily ef- 
* teed thus. The belief of - thofe 
* things which have immediate reſpect 
*to the Occaſion, Auther,' Way, 
* Means, and Iflue of our Salvatien ; 
« 2nd which are neceſſary for know- 
* ing the trueNature and Deſign of ir, 
*'s the belief of ſuch things, without 
* the knowing of which,aMan cannot 
© be Saved.But ſuch is the belief. of the 
* preceding Articles, Ergo. Here Mr. 
Edw. ſtops, whereas he ſhould have 
proceeded to prove that Jeſus Chriſt, 
or his Apoſtles have- taught, that na 
Man can be a Chriſtian, or ſhall be 
Saved, unleſs he have an explicit 
Knowledge of all thoſe things which 
have immedate reſpedt to the Occa- 
fion, Author, Way, Means, and Iſſue 
of our Srzlvation, and which are ne- 
C 4 ceſlary 
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ceſlary for our knowing the true Na- 
ture and Deſign of ir. But this he 
. hath- not done. It is a very- good 
Argument, to another purpoſe : But 
withour another Medium it will do 
no Feats in the preſent” Caſe. Mr. 
Edw. p. 24. takes notice, © That'in 
* Vindication of the Reaſonablenefs, 
* &c.' p.'16. the' Author asks this 
«© Queſtion, Whether theſe which'Fou 
* have ſet'down - under" the Title of 
© Fundamental Do@rines, are ſuch 
© { when reduced to Propoſitions } 
© that every one of them is required 
© to be- believed, to make a Man a 
* Chriſtian; and ſuch as without 
< the- aqual belief thereof * he 
* cannot be Saved? And the Sub- 
Nance and Strength of Mr. Edw. An- 
ſwer (if I apprehend him aright) is 
this, © That no Man beſides himſelf 
* ever ſtarted ſuch a thing ;repreſen- 
ting the Queſtion, as if the Author 
had asked, Whether 'thoſe Propoſt- 
rions muſt be always aftually believed ; 
whereas the Queſtion is only, Whe- 
ther a Perſon cannot be Saved, with- 
out the actual beliet of thoſe Propoſt- 
rions > Now, that a Man can believe 
particular Propoſitions, and not actu- 


ally 
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ally believe them, is rach above my 
capacity to underſtand.” It is acknow- 
ledged *thoſe Propoſitions are in our 
Bibles'; and they are there for this 
purpoſe; that they may be Zelieved, as 
'Mr. Edw. faith, and fo is every other 
Propoſition,” which is taught in our 
Bibles.” But how will it' thence fol- 
low, that no Man can be a Chriſtian, 
till he particularly know; and aQually 
aſſent to everyPropoſition in ourBibles? 
'* Chap. 3. In'this Chapter Mr. Edw. 
reflets upon the Reaſons, given by 
the Author 'of the Reaſorableneſs, Ec. 
for his not going through the Epiſtles, 
to Collet the Fundamental Articles 
of Faith' 6ut of them. And faith, 
* He afligrts this as one 'Reaſon ; the 
« Epiſtles 'Being writ' to thoſe who 
** were already Believers ; it could not 
© be ſuppoſed, that they were writ to 
< them, toteach them Fundamentals. 
To this Mr. 'Edw. anſwers, © By the 
© fame Argument that he would per- 
** ſuadeus, that the Fundamentals are 
** not tobe ſought for in the Epilſtles ; 
** we may prove that they were not to 
* be ſought for in the Goſpels, and in 
* the Adts, for zven' theſe were writ 
* to thoſe that believed, p. 38. Now 


the 
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the force of that Author's Reaſon doth 
not hie.in - this, that: the Perſons the 
Epiſtles were writ ta, were Believers : 
But in this, That the Principal De- 
ſign, and main occaſion of the writi 
Sy theſe Epiſtles, was not to teac 
what Points muſt of neceſſity be be- 
lieved, to make Men Chriſtians. And 
the Perſons they were writ to, being 
Believers, was 4a. very plain Evidence, 
that that could not be the main Reaſon 
of _ the writing: of - thoſe Epiſtles ; 
which the Author of the. Reaſonable- 
neſs, &c. exprelieth in theſe words, 
The Epiſtles being all written to thoſe, 
who were already Believers and Chri- 
ftians'; the occaſion and end of writing 
them, could not be to inſtruit them, in 
that which was neceſſary to make them 
Chriſtians. Reaſonableneſs,, &c. p. 
294- But the Goſpels, and: the Acts of 
rhe Apoſtles being principally writ, to 
teach People what it was "that. Jeſus 
Chriſt, and his Apoſtles did require a 
belief of, in order to their being Chri- 
ſtians, together with the . Evidence, 
and Proot of that which is to be be- 
lieved for the making of them Chri- 


{tians: Theſe' are the Writings where 
we 
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we are With greateſt aſſarance to ſeek 
for the Knowledge of that, the beleif 
whereof doth make a Man 2 Chriſtian. 
Tho” St, Luke did Dedicate his Go- 
ſpel, and-the Acts of the Apoſtles to 
the weſt Excelent Theophilus, ar E- 
minent Believer : And: both the Go- 
Jpels and Acts are written for the 
uſe of | Believers,as Mr. Edw. obſerves ; 
yet they were not writ to teach him, 
or them Fundamentals; that is; fo 
teach them | what they muſt. believe, 
in order to their becotning | Believers 
or Chriſtians. They'/are of ' great uſe 
to Believers, ta put them in mind of 
= what they have aſlented | to, to con- 
firm and - firengtheg their Faith, and 
to advance\ their knowledge of him 
they believe jn,- to greater Clearneſs 
and diſtinQneſs, &c. but it cannot 
reaſonably be ſuppoſed, that- they 
were writ to Believers for this end, to 
make them Believers, who were fo 
before. 

Mr. Edw. faith, © Another feigned 
* ground of his omitting the Epi/tles, 
*15 this, becauſe rhe fundamental 
Articles are here promiſcoully, and 
without diſtintion, mixed with other 
: Truths. 
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** Truths.'*Fo' which Mr. Edw. makes 
this Reply;"* On the ſame atcount he 
*might have forborn to ſearch for 
* Fundamental Articles'in the Goſpels, 
* for they do: not lie there: together, 
* but are difperſed up and down ; the 
** Dodrinal 'and Hiſtorical 'part are 
*-mixed with © one another; but” he 
* pretends to' fever them ; why then 
* did, he' not-make a Separation - be- 
* tween the Dodtrines in'the. Epiſtles, 
* and thoſe other 'matters'that are 
* treated of ' there? He hath nothing 
*to reply-to'this ; and-- therefore, p. 
40: Nay, [held there, .and: forbear 
making Inferences ' from thoſe [laſt 
words, for ifkould:the Old Gentleman 
at \Rome"fay! ſo,” e Cathedra; T believe 
it more than probable,” tharhe. would 
be foully ' out ,, notwithſtanding his 
conceited, ant avowed Iofallibility. 
The Authorof the Reaſorableneſs,/&rc. 
owns. that'the Dodtrines:neceſlary to 
be believ'd to make a Man a Chriſtian, 
gre to be found in the Epiſtles, but 
that we ſhall find and' diſcern thoſe 
great and neceſſary points be## in the 


"Preachings of our Saviour , and the 


Apoſtles, to thoſe who were ignorant of 
| | the 
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the Faith, and unconverted;Nindirat, p: 
14. So that; the reaſon, here given, 
why he ſought them in the Goſpels,and 
Acts, and not in the Epiſtles, 1sthis; 
becauſe they were to be found and tits 
ſcerned beſt there. And it this be not 
a good Reaſon, I know - not what is. 
Methinks no Learned and Wiſe Man 
ſhould be aſhamed to imitate this Au- 
thor, -in ſearching for the weighticſh 
Truths, only there where they may 
be beſt found and diſcerned, Whereas 
Mr. Zdw. faith, © Neceſſary Truths 
* may be diſtinguiſhed from thoſe 
* which are not ſuch, by the Nature 
* and high importance of them, p. 4r. 
| would mind you, that neceſlary 
Truths, are Truths or DcQrines ne- 
ceſſary to be believed for. that end, or 
purpoſe they relate to. So that we are 
not to judge of their neceſlity , fo 
much by their own intrinſick Nature, 
as by the relation they have to- that 
cnd we propoſe to our ſelves, or at 
leaſt ought to propoſe. The neceſſity 
of a Perſons believing . this ſingle 
Truth, or ſuch a number of Truths, 
in order to his being a true Chriſtian, 
ariſeth from God's declaring "_ 
ing 
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king known that the belief of that 
Truth, or ſuch a number of Truths, 
is neceſſary to make a Man a Chri- 
ſtian. The neceſſity of a Chriſtians 
believing any particular Truths Chriſt 
hath taught, doth not ariſe ſo much 
from the Nature, and high impor 
tance of them, as from his knowing 
that Chriſt hath taught and revealed 
them, 

Chap. 4- What Mr. Ew. here faith 
of Turks and Devils, &c. is writ after 
ſuch arate, I think it needleſs for me 
to ſay any thingto it, If you read p. 
x93, 194. and 30o, zot. of. the Rea- 
ſonableneſs, &c, IT think you willeaſi- 
ly perceive the Reaſonableneſs of Chri- 
ſtianity adminiſtred no juſt ground 
for ſach Diſcourſe. ' Yet the moſt 
confiderable and beſt Expreſfions (ex- 
cepting ſtrict Scripture-Quotations) 
I have yet met with in this whole Dif- 
courſe, happen to be dropt amongſt 
the SzufF with which this Chapter is 
crowded, viz. Thoſe which declare 
Mr. . Edwards 's Notion of Evangelical 
Faith. As, **© That a trace Evangeli- 
* cal Faith is a hearty accepting of 
« theMcffah as he is offered! in the = 
per, 
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© ſpe), p. 56. But whereas Mr. Edw, 
«* faith this Author brings us no ti- 
<« dings of any fuch Faith belonging 
© to-Chriſtianity, or diſcovered to us' 
« in the Scriptures, which /gives us 
* tounderſtand that he verily believes: 
«* there is no ſuch Chriſtian Faith, p. 
* 56, 57. 1 think Mr. Edw. is much 
miſtaken both in his Aſſertion;and his 
Inference, for ſuch I conceive is the 
Senſe of his latter words. If the Au. 
thor of the Reaſonableneſs, ite. had 
not brought any tidings of ſuch a 
Faith, I think, it could not be thence 
juſtly and regularly inſerr'd, that he 
verily believes there is no ſuch Chri- 
ſtian Faith. Becauſe his enquiry and 
ſearch was not concerning Chriſta 
Faith , conſidered Subjectively , but 
Objectively,whatthe Articles be which 
muſt be believed to make a Man a 
Chriſtian? 'And not with what ſort of 
Faith, theſe Articles are to be believ- 
ed? So that if he had not kid one 
word concerning Faith SubjeRively 
conſidered ; he'might have as true and 
juſt a conception, and belief concern- 
ing this matter, as any Man living, 
And tho* Mr, Zdw. could not find one 


wor 
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word about this compleat Faith: of the 
Goſpel: im thoſe pages, (viz. 191, 
192. &c.) where he expected it ; yet 
there are ſeveral words about itin 'that 
Book. Asin all thoſe pages where he 
ſpeaks of taking: and accepting Feſus 
to: be our King and Ruler. Where 
can you find 4 truer or more 
exact account of Chriſtian Faith,than 
what this Author hath given us in 
theſe words, But confedering the frail- 
ty of Man, apt to run into corruption 
and miſery, he (i. e. God) promiſed a 
Deliverer whom in hs good time he ſent, 
and then declared to al! Mankind, that 
whoever would believe him to be the 
Saviour promiſed, and take him now. 
raiſed from the dead, and conſtituted 
the Lord and Fudge of all Men, to be 
their King and\Ruler, (hould be Saved, 
P. 3OT. 

Chap. 5. Mr. Edw. continues in 
this Chapter to give vent to ſome- 
thing, to which I will not adventure 
to aſſigna Proper Name, and pretends 
it is all againſt what the Author of rhe 
Reaſonableneſs ' of Chriſtianity hatly 
writ; when it ts all againſt a conceit 
of his own framing, and there is not 
any 


=_ 
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any thing that I can find in the Reaſo- 
vatleneſs, &c. that hath any likeneſs 
toit, viz, what he affirms (in the for- 
mer. Chapter) © The Author of the 
« Reaſonableneſs, &c. tells Mankind” 
« again and again, that a Chriftian 
« Man, or Member of Chriſt, need 
* not know, or believe any morethan 
* that one individual point which he 


. * mentions, Þ. '59. If any Man will 


ſhew me thoſe words, 1n any part of 
the Keaſonableneſs, Bec. I fhall ſuſpect 
] was not awake all the” time I was 
reading that Book. And I am as certain 
as one awake can well be, that there 
are ſeveral paſſages in that Book, df+ 
realy contrary to thoſe words. And 
thereare ſome expreſſions in the Vine 
cation of the Reaſonaltlene/ſs; 8&Cc; 
one would think, if Mr. Edw. had 
obſerved them, they would have pre» 


* vented his miſtake. 


Mr, Edw. p. 73. certifies, © He de- 

* ſign'd his Papers for the ſatisfying of 
*the Reader's doubts about '.any 
©* thing occurring concerning the mat- 
* terbelore us, and for thereſtabliſh- 
** 1ng) his wavering Mind-; and for 
 rhat'rcaſon will anfwer a Query or 
| D T Ob- 
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* ObjeAion, which ſome, and not 
* without ſome ſhew of ground may 
© be apt to ſtart; viz, how comes it to 
©* paſs, that this Article, of Faith, viz. 
*©' That Jeſus is the Meffas, or Chriſt, 
** is ſo often repeated in the New Teſta- 
«* ment ? Why is this ſometimes urged 
* without the mentioning of any o- 
* ther Article of Belief? I think the 
Quzry thould be put thus, Why did 
Jeſus Chriſt and his Apoſtles require 
aſſent to, and belief of this one Article 
alone, viz. That Jeſus is the Meftras, 
to conſtitute and make a Man a Chri- 
ſtian, or true Member of Chriſt (as it 
is abundantly evident they did, from - 
the Reaſonableneſs of Chriſtianity it the 
belief of more Articles 1s abſolutely 
neceſſary to make and conſtitute a 
Man a Chriſtian 2 | 

Mr. Zdw. to clear this Objeftion 
(as he hath framed it) andto give a full 
and fatisfatory anſwer to all doubts 
in this affair, offers theſe enſuing par- 
ticulars. 

1. It muſt be confidered, that the 
<« believing of Jeſus to be the promiſed 
* Meſſias, was the firſt ſtep ro Chri- 
« ſtianity, and therfeore this, rather 
* than 
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* than any other Article, was pro» 
* pounded to be believed by all thoſe, 
© whom cither_ our Saviour or the 
* Apoſtles invited to embrace Chri- 
* ſtianity, p. 74. But here it may be 
Queried, by whoſe Authority are we 
obliged to conſider, That the believing 
of Jeſus to be the promiſed Meſſras, is 
but a ſtep or the fir ſtep to Chris 
ſtianity? And not Chriſtianity it ſelf! 
{f Mr. Fdw. had proved that Jeſus 
Chriſtor his Apoſtles had taught ſo,the 
Controverfie had- been at an end: Bur 
he offers nothing of this nature, only 
gives us his own word for it. As p. 
50. he had faid, that © the belief of 
* Jeſus's being the Meſfay, was one of 
<« thefirſt and IeadingAdts of Chriſtian 
© Faith, Now Chriſtian Faith here, 
mult be the belief of ſomething or 
other ;.and it it be the believe of any 
thing beſides this, that Jeſus is the 
Chriſt, or Meſfas, that other thing 
ſhould be ſpecified, and it ihould be 
made appear, that the belief that Je- 
ſus isthe Mefias or Chriſt, without the 
belief of that  orher Propoſition, is 
not Chriſtian Faith.. Now I apprehend 
that Chriſtian Faith, and Chriſtianity 

D 2 conſidered 
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conſidered ſubjeQtively (and an at of 
Chriſtian Faith, I think, cannot be 
underſtood in any other ſenſe) are 
the very ſame. And how an a& of 
Chriſtian Faith can be but a ſtep to 
Chriſtianity, is above my Capacity to 
conceive. For Chriſtian Faith, or 
Chriſtianity (if T be not miſtaken) is 
that which conſtitutes a Man a Chri- 
ſtian. But Mr. Edw. perhaps by Chri- 
ſtianity and Chriſtian Faith, doth not 
mean that Faith which conſtitutes a 
Man a Chriſtian, but the belief of all, 
or a conſiderable number of Propoſt- 
tions, which are of great importance 
to be known and believed by thoſe 
who are Chriſtians. Now that Faith 
which conſtitutes a Man a Chriſtian, 
difters very much in the ground of it, 
from that Faith, whereby one that is 
a Chriſtian, believes the particular Do- 
drines which Chriſt and his Apoſtles 
have taught. A Chriſtian believes what 
Propoſitions he attains to know that 
Jeſus hath taught, for this reaſon, be- 
cauſe he knows they were taught by 
that Jeſus, whom he believes to be the 
Meſjias. But a Man believes Jeſus to 
be the Meſſas, becauſe of the Evidence 
and 
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and Proof that is given, that this Jeſus 
was the Meſras, And the believing 
Jeſus to be the Meſſas, is ſo far from 
being but a ſtep to Chriſtianity, or a 
leading att of Chriſtian Faith, it 15 
Chriſtianity it ſelf, or Chriſtian Faith 
4t ſelf. That which conſtitutes and 
makes a Man a Chriſtian, a Believer, 
a Diſciple, or Subje&t of Chriſt, is 
his believing Jeſus to be the Chrift, ſo 
as to yield up. himſelf unrefcrvedly to 
believe and praQtiſe- whatſoever he 
ſhall attain to know he hath taught 
and commanded him. This is all that 
is.neceſlary to make a Man a Diſciple, 
or SubjeRt, &c. to ane whoappearsto 
be Commiſſioned to admit Perſons in- 
to ſuch Capacity and Relation on 
thoſe terms : If by Chriftianity we un» 
derſtand the 'particular Dodctrines or 
Articles Jeſus Chriſt hath propoſed to 
be believed by thoſe who are Chrti- 
ſtians : The belief of any or all of 
theſe Doctrines, is not /tridtly Chri- 
tian Faith, but the Faith of Perſens 
who are Chriſlzans. And to determine 
which is the firſt aRt of this ſort of 
Faith, we muſt have recourſe to par- 
ticular Perſans, unleſs it can be proved 
D 3 that 
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that every Chriſtian, doth undoubt- 
edly obtain the knowledge of one cer- 
tain Propoſition Chriſt hath raughr,be» 
fore any of them doth know any other. 
For if one Chriſtian attains 1n rhe firſt 
place, to know that Jeſus hath taught, 
that by dying on the Croſs, he offe- 
red up himſelf a Sacrifice to fatisfie 
Divine Juſtice for the Sins of the 
World ; his believing this point, be- 
cauſe he knows Jeſus hath cauglt it, 
1s the firſt at of Chriſtian Faiti in 
him, taking Chriſtian Faith in this 
larger ſenſe. But if another Chriſtian 
doth not attain to know in the firſt 
place, that Chriſt hath ravght this 
Dodrine ; nor till after he knows 
ſeveral other Truths'which Chriſt hath 
taught : His 'belief of this, when he 
comes to know Chriſt hath taught it, 
will be ſo far from being the firſt a&t of 
Faith in him, that all the Do@rines 
he knew Chriſt had taught, belore 
he knew that he hath taught rhis,muſt 
take place, and be reckond in the 
order of - his believing before this. 
That Faith which is ſtriftly Chriſtian. 
Faith, and makes a Man a ChrtÞ 
tian, v4z. believing Jeſus to be the 
Chriſt, 
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Chriſt, doth not barely make way for 
the embracing of all other Articles, or 
become a paſſage to all the reſt, as Mr. 
Edw. expreſſeth himſelf, p. 75. but it 
lays an indiſpenſible obligation upon 
the Perſon, to embrace and believe 
whatever Articles he ſhall attain to 
know Jeſus Chriſt hath taught, and to 
uſe his beſt endeavoursto acquire ſuch 
knowledge. © This is Chriſtianity;pro- 
perly fo call'd. And the ſeveral Traths 
which Chriſt, and his Apoſtles. have 
revealed, are the DoQrines, - which 
thoſe who are Chriſtians, muſt -en- 
deavour to underſtand and believe, be+ 
cauſe Jeſus, whom they bekeve to be 
the Chriſt, or Mefras, hath taught 
and delivered them to the World, and 
for the ſpecial uſe of his Difciples and 
Followers, A Man may believe fe- 
veral of the Dodrines taught by Chrilt 
and his Apoſtles, who- does. not be- 
lieve that Jeſus is theMZeffas ; but then 
he does not believe them with the 
Faith of a Chriſtian ; that 1s, for that 
reaſon why a Chriſtian muſt and doth 
believe them, viz. his knowing that 
they were taught by that Jeſus whom 


he believes to be the Chriſt, or Meftah. 
| D 4 2, Mr. 
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2. Mr. Edw. faith, © It is to be re- 
* membred, that though this one Pro- 
* poſition or Article be mentioned 
* alone in ſome places, yet there is 
* reaſon to think and be perſuaded, 
* that at the ſame time, other matters 
* of Faith were propoſed, p. 96. Sup- 
poling is no Proof in this caſe, You 
may ſuppoſe as many matters of Faith 
diſcourſed of at oneand the ſame time 
as you pleaſe ; but the point to be 
proved is this, That ſome other Point 
or Article of Faith beſtdes this, that 
Jeſus is the Chriſt, was propoſed to 
be: believed, 'to make them Chriſtians. 
It.is all along acknowledged, there are 
many. Articles propoſed tor Chriſtians 
to believe, but the Proot is wanting, 
that more than this. one Article was 
propoſed to be believed, ro make Men 
Chriftians. It there bereaſon to think 
and be. perſuaded, that other matters 
of Faith were diſcourſed of at the fame 
rime, .it ſeems very plain and evident 
to me, that there was not any Article 
but this one, that Jeſus is the Meſtah, 
the beliet whereof was neceſlarily re- 
quired to make them Chriſtians, be- 
cauſe there is nothing but this Recox- 


ded, 
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ded, - which was inſiſted on for that 
purpoſe. 

3. Mr. Ew. faith, * This alſo muſt 
* be thought of, That thovgh there are 
* ſeveral Parts and Members of the 
« Chriſtian Faith, yet they do not all 
* occur 1n any one place of Scripture, 
* P. 76. And conſequently, it we 
* would give an impartial account of 
<* our Belief, we muſt conſult rhoſe 
* places of Scripture where the Arti- 
* cles of the Chriſtian Faith are; and 
* they are not all rogether, but diſperſt 
« hereand there : Wherefore we muſt 
* Jook them out, and acquaint our 
* ſelves with the ſeveral particulars 
* which makeup our Belief, and ren- 
* der itentire andconſummate, p. 77. 
That there are ſeveral Propoſitions and 
Articles delivered by Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles ; which Chriſtians muſt en- 
deavour to know and believe, is very 
true ; as alſo that theſe donor all oc- 
cur in any one place of Scripture, and 
therefore Chriſtians muſt look them 
out, &c. But this is no Proof that all 
that is abſolutely neceſſary ro be be- 
lieved to make a Man a Chriſtian, is 
not to te found in any one place of 
Scripture ; 


(42 ) 
Seripture ; much leſs that no - Man 
can be a Chriſtian, till he hath 'an 
explicite knowledge of every Propo- 
ſion Chriſt and his Apoſtles have 
taught. The place of Scripture Mr. 
Eadw. here quotes, . viz. Row. 10. g. 
F take to be 2 full confirmation” of 
what the Author of the Reaſorable- 
neſs of Chriſtianity, &c. aſlerts. The 
words are theſe, f thou ſhalt confeſs 
with thy Mouth the Lord Jeſus, and 
ſhalt (believe in thy Heart, that God 
hath. raifed him from the dead, thou 
fhalt be ſaved.” Phe plain meaning 
and ſenſe of which words, I think is 
this, If thou ſhalt confeſs, or 'make 
profeſſion -with thy Mouth, that thou 
doſt take Jeſus for thy Lord, and this 
verbal Confeſſion, proceeds frOm,and 
is the genuine Fruit of an unfeigned 
hearty belief, grounded upon folid, 
fubſtantial Evidence, ſuch as God's 
raiſing him from the dead is, that he 
is the Mefras, thou ſhalt be ſaved. But 
How this Scripture ſhould have fach a 
contraction faſtened to it as this, if 
thou believe Chriſt's Reſurrection,and 
all other Truths he and his Apoſtles 
have taughr, thou ſhalt be ſaved, ſo 
as to exclude every Man from Salva- 
tion, 
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tion, that believes Jeſus to be the 
Meſſjas, and yer attains not to an ex- 
; plicite knowledge and belief of every 
thing Chriſt and his Apoſtles have 
taught, is not obvious to me, 

4. Mr. Edw, ſaith, © This (which 
is the main anfwer to the objeQion) 
* muſt be born in our minds, that 
** Chriſtianity was erected by degrees, 
* according to that Prediction and 
* Promiſe of our Saviour,” That the 
Spirit ſhould teach them all things, 
Joh. 14. 26. And that he ſhould guide 
them into all truth, Joh. 16. 13. © We 
* are not to think that all the neceſ- 
* fary DoQrines of the Chriſtian Re- 
« ligion were clearly publiſhed to the 
* World in our Saviour's time, p. 78. 
It is true, all the Doctrines which 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles taught, were 
not delivered, at once, but gradually, 
and at ſeveral times. But what is this 
to the -proving, that all that was ne- 
ceflary to be believed ro make a Man 
a Chriſtian, was not clearly publiſhed 
m our Saviour's time ? Will not that 
make a Man a Chriſtran now, which 
made the Apoſtles themſelves Chri- 
ſtians? Chriſtians in different times 
| may 
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may be furniſhed with 4 lefs or grea- 
ter number of Truths and DoQrines, 
which they muſt endeavour to under-, 
ſtand and'believe. ' But the Belief of 
that, which makes one Man a Chri- 
ſtian, or ever did make any Man a 
Chriſtian, will at any time to the 
end of the World, - makes another 
Man a Chriſtian. The Faith of Chri- 
ftians may: encreaſe and extend toa 
greater number of , Qbjects, or Arti- 
cles, as they are diſcovered and made 
known, but there can be no difference 
as to that, the belief whereof, - doth 
make a Maria Chriſtian, (What is ab- 
folutely neceſſary. to be' believed to 
make one Man a Chriſtian, at ary 
time, js abſolutely neceſlary to be' be- 
lieved to . make others Chriſtians, at 
any time, and in every! part of rhe 
World:-» And nothing ele is or can 
be abſolutely neceſlary to be.believed, 
to make any Man a Chriſtian, If 
Mr. Edw.- inſtead 'of diſtinguiſhing of 
times, had diſtivguiſhed between 
whar is neceſſarily ro be believed, to 
make a Man a Chriſtian, and what 
DoR4rines have been taught and de- 
livered þy Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 
which thoſe who are Chriſtians muſt 
labour 
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labour-to” underſtand and believe, I 
fancy he would. not- have been of the 
Opinion, - that the enlarging 'of ' the 
Revelation, did make more neceſlary 
to be believed; to make a Man a Chris 
ſtian at one-time, than was neceſlary 
for that purpoſeat another. 

Chap. 6. Here: Mr. Ed. falls foul 
with the Author of the Reaſonad/c- 
neſs, becauſe he did not treat of mat- 
ters, which pertained not to his Sub- 
jet. Becauſe he did not diſconrſe of 
the Trinity, and the Deity of our Sa» 
viour, Which are particular Doqrines 
propoſed tro be believed by them who 
are Chriſtians. Whereas that Author's 
buſineſs was to enquire, not what 
points are propoſed to be believed by 
Chriſtians, but what is neceſſarily ro 
be believed, to make a Man a Chri- 
ſtian, Mr. Edw.-appears- mightily 
out of humour alſo, becauſe the Au- 
thor of the Rea/onableneſs, &c. did 
not mention ſome paſſages in the Go» 
ſpels which did not belong to his En- 
quiry, and becauſe he did not explain 
ſome” Scriptures, as he would have 
them explained. Now I-rthink it-ap- 
pears evidently enough, Ly. ſcme: of 
the former Pagers, that thre 
is 
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is no juſt ground to accuſe any Manto 
be an Anti-Trinitarian, or a Socinian, 
becauſe he aſſerts that arte” am 
to bethe Meſtas,is all that is neceſſarily 
required to make a Man a Chriſtian. 
I farther add, that the. belief of the 
7 rinity, and that Jeſus the Son of God, 
is God, doth not conſtitute a Man a 
Chriſtian. Nor can any Man bclieve 
theſe Dodrines, or any other Do- 
ctrines taught in the Goſpel, with the 
Faith of a Chriſtian, till he is a Chri- 
ſtian, and believe them, becauſe he 
knows they were taught by Jeſus 
Chriſt, whom upon juſt grounds he 
believes to be the Meſflas. It is not 
fair and juſt to charge a Man with 
rejecting theſe DoArines meerly be- 
cauſe he does not interpret ſome par- 
ticular Texts to the fame purpoſe 
others do. For he may believe theſe 
Do&rines, though he does not think 
all thoſe Scriptures cogent proofs of 
them,which ſome may alledge for the 
proof of them. The Author of the Rea- 
ſonableneſs, &c. had obſerved that rhe 
Meſſias, and the Son of God, were ſyno- 
wymous Terms amongſt the Jews in our 
Saviour s time, P. 37. 49. 50. Hence 
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Mr. fdw. / takes occaſion to write 
many” pages about theſe z2erms. But 
I] do not perceive that he pretends to 
offer the leaſt proof that theſe terms, 
were not ſynonymous terms amongſt 
the Jews at that time, which is -the 
point he ſhould have proved, if he * 
defigned to invalidate what this Au- 
thor faith about that matter, 

Chap. 7. In this Chapter Mr. Zdw. 
ſeems much diſturbed, becauſe the 
Author of the Reaſonableneſs, &cC. 
** Makes nothing of the force of that 
* Demonſtration (as he calls it) of his 
* being a Diſciple: of - Socmnus, viz. 
* That when he mentions the ad- 
« vantages and benefits of Chriſt's 
* coming into the World, he hath not 
« one ſyllable of / his ſatisfying for us, 
* or by his Death purchaſing Life-and 
* Salvation, or any thing that ſeunds 
* like it, p. 94 The Scripture Do- 
Qrine of Chriſt's Satisfaction, is cf 
mighty importance, for a true Chri- 
ſtian to be well acquainted with. But 
that x Perſon muſt be a Socinian be- 
cauſe he omitted that particular, when 
diſcourſing of the advantages and be- 
nefits of Chriſt's coming into the 
World, 
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World,unleſs he had exprefly promiſed 
to name every one of them, does not 
appeat Demonſtratively unto me, ſup- 
poſing Chriſt's Satisfation were in 
Striftneſs to be reckoned amongft the 
Benefits and Advantages which accrue 
and redound, ' either to Siriners or Be« 
lievers, from Chriſt's coming into the 
World. For the mentioning of /ome, 
is nodenial of other Advantages. But 
I conceive, Satisfattion 1s not ſo ftriff- 
ly to be termed an Advantage, as the 
Effects and Frutts of it are, and the 
ends rhemfelves, for which this $a- 
tifaQtion was made. Some ' of the 
main exds for which Chriſt came into 
the World, were theſe. To procure 
us the Pardon of Sin. The Holy Spi- 
rit to enable us to walk in all pleaſing 
before God, and to ſecure to us Ever- 
laſting Glory and Bleſſedneſs. Theſe 
are the great Benefits and Advantages 
(ſpeaking ſtrictly) of Chriſt's coming 
into the World. Of the two laſt the 
Author of the Reaſonableneſs, &c. hath 
diſcourſed amongſt the Benefits; Ge. 
of Chriſt's coming into the Work ; 
and theother he hath ſpoken of in the 
former part of his Book, The Dos 
Ctring 
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Sk _ end did by 'Divine: 
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will concludejt likely rod 
ol. byxt, eſpecially to-St. Pat's C nw 
yard; And .indeed, I am-perfuaded 
it wyll as certainly be. the Cawfes of ve- 
ry much m/ebiefyas Tenterton- Steeple 
Wag the Cauſe of the Goodwin" Slnds. 

+ Were the Reaſonableneſs' of Chri- 
Rigniry, Qc., generally read with: de-. 
liberation, and, rightly underſtood, 
and (what I apprehend to be) its as 
defign well followed; it would - be- of 
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eminent uſe, qr other' good” Ppur- 
peſer,'eo cheſe rs; 11.5 Wo! A 97 
Firſt, To 0 effel an as aberb48 
particular Per ſont. 21 Fbr A Re 
and pains.wers: 
People to.@ founded V4 
per. , Cdt'7e and” 
only __ Nd their 
own (perſonal i > Bimms,"and leſs of, 
cach-in- Bout Forms,” 
have :devifed' eo och their 
Conceats telating! Pvint's' erent 
and his &poſtles. red intafie” 
and unaffefted words, there would*not 
be ſuch great numbers\every where, 
who. preced to be(Chyiffiansmecrly 
becauſe.it is the \Hghivn"and' Mode'bf- 
the Country to . that Profeſſion; 
but we might ovpowpood'g rounds'ex- 
petit that . multitudes would be Chr 
/tians. upon” a'': Rational and Wie 
Choice.: From whence * it would fol- ' 
low; .that-as they - would .be abt to/ 
'uſtiffe their Faith, and give a' goud 
Reaſon:' of (their \FHope to any "who 
thould diſcourſe withthem'concerning 
the /ame ; ſo they would 'be more' #v 
gurſetive' attcr, and obſervant of 'the 
Laws 
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In the Diſcourſe, &c. 
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